Evidence of fetal C-reactive protein urinary excretion in early gestation.
C-reactive protein has been measured in amniotic fluid in the second and third trimesters of gestation, and its elevated concentration has been found to be associated with adverse pregnancy outcome. It remains unexplained whether amniotic fluid C-reactive protein is of fetal origin. We report the measurement of C-reactive protein in fetal urine obtained by transabdominal vescicocentesis in a fetus at 15 weeks' gestation affected by obstructive uropathy. Using an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay, C-reactive protein was detected at a concentration of 234 ng/mL. The fetal kidneys excrete C-reactive protein as early as 15 weeks' gestation.